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PTA TO ANNOUNCE WINNERS OF “PAKISTAN 
MOBILE APP AWARDS 2016” 

30 JANUARY 2017 PHONE WORLD 
 

 

The winners of the “Pakistan Mobile App Awards 2016” will be announced on 31st, January 2017 

(tomorrow). PTA to Announce Winners of “Pakistan Mobile App Awards 2016” 

Pakistan Mobile App Awards 2016, is a joint initiative of PTA, Ministry of Information 

Technology and Internet Society (ISOC) Asia-Pacific Bureau in partnership with, National ICT 

R&D Fund, Telenor Pakistan, Special Talent Exchange Program, Youth Foundation of Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing, Pakistan Foundation Fighting Business and Pakistan Blind Cricket Council. 

This initiative has been taken to encourage Pakistani individuals who have developed the most 

innovative user generated or professionally produced content. 

PTA to Announce Winners of “Pakistan Mobile App Awards 2016” 

Minister of State for IT Mrs. Anusha Rahman will be the guest of honor for the awards ceremony. 

Chairman PTA Dr. Syed Ismail Shah, CEO Telenor, Mr. Irfan Wahab, and professionals from the 

academia and the industry will be also there at the award ceremony. 

The Awards are First Step Towards Highlighting the Accessibility Needs of PWDs 

The details of the ceremony are as follows: 

Date: 31st January, 2017 

Time: 9:00 am 

Venue: PNCA Auditorium, F-5/1 Islamabad 

 

PTA already announced the theme for the awards i.e “Embracing Mobile Accessibility for Persons 

with Disabilities in Pakistan” back in May. The winners have been selected on the basis of the 

criteria set for the awards. 
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The Awards are first step towards highlighting the accessibility needs of Persons with Disabilities 

(PWDs). That account for 15% of the Pakistan’s population according to independent sources. 

With the help of potential ICTs it is believed that PWDs can become more self-sufficient, 

independent and active in the society. In line with this vision, Pakistan Mobile App Awards 2016 

has provided the best platform for the developers to interact and assess the needs of PWDs at 

various awareness workshops. That have been held in major cities across Pakistan. 

PTA also conducted a similar competition of mobile app award in 2015. In which winners were 

selected and the announced prizes were distributed. That competition also aimed at encouraging 

young innovators and entrepreneurs to develop new mobile applications 

Source: 

https://www.phoneworld.com.pk/pakistan-mobile-app-awards-2016/ 
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MOBILE APP AWARDS 2016 CEREMONY TO BE 
HELD TOMORROW 

30 JANUARY 2017 DAILY TIME 
 

 

ISLAMABAD: In pursuance to promote innovation, advancements and accessibility in technology 

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) and Internet Society (ISOC) Asia-Pacific Bureau 

launched “Pakistan Mobile App Awards 2016”. 

The awards were organised in collaboration with Ministry of IT, Telecom, National ICT R&D 

Fund, Telenor Pakistan, Special Talent Exchange Program (STEP), Pakistan Foundation Fighting 

Blindness, Pakistan Blind Cricket Council and Pakistan Youth Foundation of Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing. 

The support and the interest from various stakeholders make these awards unique in nature and 

probably first of their kind in the region. Mobile Application Award 2016 will be held on Tuesday 

in Islamabad. 

Anusha Rahman Khan, Minister of State for Information Technology and Telecommunication will 

be the guest of honour. PTA Chairman Dr Syed Ismial Shah, Members of PTA and MoIT, 

representatives from telecom mobile operators, internet service providers and academic 

institutions will attend this event. 

Pakistan Mobile App Award 2016, invited young mobile application developers to present their 

novel creations to compete for the coveted honour. The competition theme was “Embracing 

Mobile Accessibility”, which aimed to focus on the development of mobile applications for the 

needs of persons with disabilities (PWDs) in Pakistan. The independent international sources quote 

that about ten to fifteen percent of Pakistan’s population consists of PWDs. Therefore, it is 

imperative that the rapid technological developments in the mobile sector enable the PWDs to lead 

a better life, be more self-sufficient and more importantly, become an earning hand for their 

families. 
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Through the competition awareness sessions were also organised, which were conducted for 

students and professional mobile application developers in major cities of the country. The main 

aim of these workshops was to raise awareness on mobile accessibility and providing interaction 

with persons with disabilities to brainstorm on their needs. 

These workshops were organised in major cities of Pakistan including Islamabad, Lahore, Karachi, 

Peshawar and Quetta. These workshops signed up individuals or group of individuals, who were 

interested in developing a mobile application and competing for the awards. 

 

Source: 

https://dailytimes.com.pk/31941/mobile-app-awards-2016-ceremony-to-be-held-tomorrow/ 
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PRESIDENT URGES TO EQUIP YOUNG GENERATION 
WITH IT 

31 JANUARY 2017 RADIO PAKISTAN 
 

 

President Mamnoon Hussain has called for equipping the young generation with Information 

Technology (IT), as it is inevitable for all-round progress. 

He was addressing Pakistan Mobile App Awards 2016 ceremony, organized by Ministry of 

Information Technology, in Islamabad on Tuesday. 

The President said the Government is fully resolved to provide best possible facilities to the people 

and it has right direction and priorities. 

He said the Government allocated necessary resources for laying optic fiber and promotion of 3G, 

4G and broadband technologies including far-flung rural areas. 

The President expressed pleasure that the Government has organized contest for development of 

applications for the benefit of special persons. 

He pointed out that about fifteen percent of the world population is categorized as special people 

and many of them have excelled in diferent fields despite handicaps. 

 

Source: 

http://www.radio.gov.pk/31Jan2017/mamnoonurgestoequipyounggenerationwithit 
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PRESIDENT MAMNOON HUSSAIN ADDRESSES 
PAKISTAN MOBILE APP AWARDS 2016 CERMONY 

31 JANUARY 2016 NATION.COM.PK 

 
 

President Mamnoon Hussain has said equipping young generation with information technology is 

key to achieving all-round progress. 

Addressing Pakistan Mobile App Awards 2016 ceremony, organized by Ministry of Information 

Technology, president said government is fully committed to provide best possible facilities to the 

people. 

In this regard, he said necessary resources were allocated for laying optic fiber and promotion of 

3G, 4G and broadband technologies, even in far-flung rural areas. 

Pointing that about fifteen percent of world population is categorized as special people, the 

President appreciated government for development of applications for special persons. 

 

 

 
Source:  
http://www.ptv.com.pk/public/userView/ptvWorld/engNewsDetail/6165 
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IT A MUST FOR ECONOMIC STABILITY: PRESIDENT 
31 JANUARY 2016 NATION.COM.PK 

 
President Mamnoon Hussain interacting with special students during the ceremony of Pakistan Mobile App wards. PHOTO: INP 

 

ISLAMABAD: President Mamnoon Hussain has said that focus on information technology is a 

must for stability of the national economy and the use of IT will inform the young generation about 

modern learning and research trends. 

 

He was speaking at the Pakistan Mobile App Awards 2016 for persons with disability at the 

Pakistan National Council of Arts on Tuesday. The awards were organized by the Ministry of IT 

and Telecommunication. 

 

The president said the government took many initiatives for the development of IT and funds had 

been provided for the initiation of different projects for Third Generation (3G) and broadband 

services, which were benefitting far-off areas of the country. 

“These steps will be helpful for overall growth of the sector and will facilitate the common man,” 

he said. “IT parks, youth training institutions and other relevant initiatives have added a plus to 

recent developments in the area of IT.” 

 

He pointed out that IT education had been made mandatory in initial schooling. Moreover, training 

programmes in various technical areas are also an encouraging factor. 

 

Similarly, he said, delivering laptops and providing scholarships were crucial steps towards 

equipping the youth with modern education. Seven IT schools are also being set up for girls in 

rural areas of the federal capital. 

 

The president stressed that the government and the IT ministry were utilizing all resources to 

provide best facilities to the disabled, adding these people were part of the society and serving 

them was a moral responsibility. 
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He said these mobile applications had been developed by IT experts, which could provide relief to 

the people with speaking, hearing, seeing or other disability. 

 

Minister of State for Information Technology Anusha Rahman, who was present on the occasion, 

announced that the mobile application awards would go a long way towards developing a strong 

relationship among the academia, industry and relevant government organizations. 

 

These mobile applications, she said, would enable special persons to live close to other people 

with the help of mobile phones and would enable them to work and communicate with other people 

in daily affairs. 

 

Praising the winners of the competition, she assured them of effective utilization of their 

applications by relevant state organizations. 

 

Published in The Express Tribune, February 1, 2017. 

 
Source:  
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1313145/must-economic-stability-president/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tribune.com.pk/story/1313145/must-economic-stability-president/
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IN VIOLATION OF INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENT, 
PAKISTAN LEAVES PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES OUT 

OF CENSUS 
16 FEBRUARY 2017 NATION.COM.PK 

 

According to the last census – conducted in 1998 – there were 3.28 million people with disabilities 

in Pakistan. This was roughly two per cent of the total population then. Today, in the absence of 

an updated count, the total number of persons with disabilities is estimated to be over five million. 

The number of persons with disabilities in Pakistan is believed to be higher than the global average 

for many reasons – Pakistan is one of the only two countries where polio still exists, it has low 

literacy and high poverty rates which make diagnosis of certain disabilities difficult. The country 

is also a victim of many natural disasters and terror attacks. 

Despite being a signatory to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities, Pakistan has not done anything substantial to make them equal members of society. 

Many still lack access to wheelchairs, which is a prerequisite for their mobility, while those who 

do make it a point to lead active lives encounter many social, economic and physical barriers. The 

2% government ob quota set to support them is good on papers and in reality, they continue to 

suffer economically. 

Every citizen responsible for safeguarding people with disabilities 

In line with this attitude, the government has now decided to not ask citizens if they have any 

disability in the latest census. This is in violation of its international commitment which requires 

it to collect data about persons with disabilities. The expensive and long exercise will not be using 

Form 2A which collects significant information on social indicators such as education level, 

fertility and disabilities. Authorities say this information may be collected at a later stage and that 

too through sampling method only. So, the exact number of persons with disabilities will not be 

known. 

It is just a matter of asking a few more questions but the government seems to be in a hurry, not 

caring for the importance of a thorough census and merely conducting the exercise in response to 
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a Supreme Court order. Transgender persons, believed to be in a relatively smaller number than 

people with disabilities, were included in the main census after the Lahore High Court intervened 

but unfortunately, no space has been given to people with disabilities. 

Pakistan has long relied on guesstimates for planning purposes but, if right done, the new census 

can allow policymakers to see the true picture of the population and how it has changed over the 

years; it will show how many people migrated to cities from rural areas, what is our literacy level, 

how many people are unemployed and how big are the marginalised groups such as people with 

disabilities. 

Statistics on people with disabilities can provide useful information such as the types of common 

disabilities and the barriers they face which can then be used to form effective policies and to 

allocate adequate amounts of funds. Accurate numbers can also make other surveys and researches 

possible. Right now, whenever details for persons with disabilities are needed, information is 

extrapolated from the 1998 census which is believed to be inaccurate in the case of people with 

disabilities because that census had many shortcomings; stigmas associated with disabilities were 

never considered during the exercise, which prevents many from disclosing their medical 

conditions and certain intellectual disabilities were clubbed together in one broad category. 

Empathy not sympathy emphasised on International Day for Persons with Disabilities 

The details available with the National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA) are also 

not close to the real figures because the authority is approached only by those interested in 

acquiring a national identity card or a passport – it doesn’t have the data of so many persons with 

disabilities who never make contact with NADRA. This further underscores the point that true 

data on persons with disabilities can only be collected during census when the government 

approaches each and every citizen. 

Accurate statistics are important for the rehabilitation, education and training of people with 

disabilities and absence of such information not only makes it difficult for the government to 

perform its duties but also for political parties and non-government organisations to work for their 

wellbeing. 

If the government of Pakistan is honest in its intentions to uplift the people with disabilities, 

including them in the upcoming census is step one. As societies are judged by how they treat the 

least fortunate amongst them, this issue will be a litmus test for the state. 

Asifullah Khan is an author and activist who suffered from spinal cord injury during his military 

training. 

 
Source:  
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1328823/violation-international-commitment-pakistan-leaves-people-disabilities-

census/ 
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گل اخےن اک اطمہبلذعمور ارفاد اک رمدم امشری ںیم  ا  

17 FEBRUARY 2016 DAILY JEHAN PAKISTAN 
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STRESSES FOCUS ON IT FOR ECONOMIC STABILITY 
01 FEBRUARY 2017 THE NEWS 

 

 
Anusha says mobile applications to enable special persons to live close to normal people 

ISLAMABAD: President Mamnoon Hussain on Tuesday said that focus on Information 

Technology (IT) for stability of national economy was must and the use of IT was the need of the 

hour to inform the young generation about modern learning and research trends. 

Addressing the Pakistan Mobile App Awards 2016 ceremony for persons with disability at the 

Pakistan National Council of the Arts, the president said the government had taken many initiatives 

for development of information technology in Pakistan, adding that funds had been provided for 

initiation of different projects regarding 3G and broadband services, which were benefiting distant 

areas of the country. He said it would be helpful for the overall growth of the sector and would 

facilitate the common man. 

He further said that IT parks, youth training institutions and other relevant initiatives had added a 

plus in recent development of information technology. For the purpose, he said that IT education 

has been declared mandatory in initial schooling. Moreover, initiating training programmers in 

various technical areas was also an encouraging factor.  

Similarly, he said delivering laptops and providing scholarships was a crucial step towards 

equipping our youth with modern education. He said the government and the IT Ministry were 

utilising all resources to provide the best facilities to disabled persons, adding that disabled persons 

were part of the society and serving them was our moral responsibility. He said these mobile 

applications had been prepared by the IT experts which could provide relief to the people with 

disability of speaking, hearing, seeing and other problems in their lives. 

Minister of State for Information Technology Ms. Anusha Rehman Ahmad Khan said mobile 

application award would go a long way in developing a strong relationship between the academia, 

industry and the relevant government organisations and would turn out to be exemplary for the 

rest of the sectors of our economy. These mobile applications, she said, would enable special 

persons to live close to normal people with the help of mobile phones and would enable them to 

work and communicate with other people for daily affairs.  
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Later, the president presented awards to the winners of the competition. The awards were given 

with cash prize of Rs300,000. To 1st position holder Dr Abdul Ghafar and his team for developing 

the App smart devices. Second position was won by Ms. Sumayya Munir with cash prize of 

Rs200,000 for developing the Tell Me App. Whereas 3rd position with cash prize of Rs100,000 

was won by Hatham Nasar and his team for developing App Rollout. 

Chairman PTA Dr Syed Ismail Shah said that Pakistan was already an exemplary model of 

regulatory and commercial success in the ICT arena. He said telecom services were accessible to 

over 86% of the population while 71 out of 100 people were already among the subscribers of 

telecom operators. “The introduction of mobile broadband services has also opened new arrays of 

ICT innovation, digital content delivery, entertainment and economic opportunities for the people 

of Pakistan”, he added. CEO Telenor Irfan Wahab Khan also spoke on the occasion. 

Source:  
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/183215%C2%ADPresident%C2%ADstresses%C2%ADfocus%C2%ADon%C

2%ADIT%C2%ADfor%C2%ADeconomic%C2%ADstability 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/183215%C2%ADPresident%C2%ADstresses%C2%ADfocus%C2%ADon%C2%ADIT%C2%ADfor%C2%ADeconomic%C2%ADstability
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/183215%C2%ADPresident%C2%ADstresses%C2%ADfocus%C2%ADon%C2%ADIT%C2%ADfor%C2%ADeconomic%C2%ADstability
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FOCUS ON IT IS NEED OF HOUR: MAMNOON 
01 FEBRUARY 2017 THE NEWS 

 

President Mamnoon Hussain on Tuesday said that focus on Information Technology for the 

stability of the national economy was need of the hour to inform the young generation about 

modern learning and research trends. 

The President stated this while speaking at Pakistan Mobile App Awards 2016 ceremony for 

persons with disability here at Pakistan National Council of the Arts. The ceremony was organised 

by IT ministry. Minister of State for Information Technology Anusha Rehman Khan and Chairman 

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority Syed Ismail Shah also spoke on the occasion. 

The president said the government took many initiatives for development of information 

technology in Pakistan, adding that funds have been provided for initiation of different projects 

regarding 3G and broadband services which were benefiting distant areas of the country. 

These steps, he said, would be helpful for the overall growth of the sector and would facilitate the 

common man. Similarly, he said delivering laptops and providing scholarships was a crucial step 

towards equipping our youth with modern education. The president said the government and IT 
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ministry were utilising all resources to provide best facilities to the disabled persons, adding that 

disabled persons were part of society and serving them was our moral responsibility. 

The president said these mobile applications had been prepared by the IT experts which could 

provide relief to the people with disability of speaking, hearing, seeing and other problems in their 

lives. The President said that 15 percent of the world population consists of those people who were 

considered as disabled persons. The president said Pakistan was a land of talented people but this 

talent was not being used in a proper way. 

Minister of State for Information Technology Anusha Rahman said mobile application award 

would go a long way in developing a strong relationship between the academia, industry and the 

relevant government organisations and would turn out to be exemplary for the rest of the sectors 

of our economy. These mobile applications, she said would enable special persons to live close to 

a normal people with the help of mobile phones and would enable them to work and communicate 

with other people for daily affairs. 

The minister said that seven IT schools were being set up for girls in rural areas of the federal 

capital. Later, the president presented awards to the winners of the competition. The awards were 

given with cash prize of Rs 300,000 to the 1st position holder Dr Abdul Ghafar and his team for 

developing the app Smart Devices. 

The second position was won by Sumayya Munir with a cash prize of Rs 200,000 for developing 

the Tell Me app, whereas, the 3rd position with a cash prize of Rs 100,000 was won by Hatham 

Nasar and his team for developing app Rollout. 

Chairman PTA Dr Syed Ismail Shah said that Pakistan was already an exemplary model of 

regulatory and commercial success in the ICT arena. 

The introduction of mobile broadband services has also opened new arrays of ICT innovation, 

digital content delivery, entertainment and economic opportunities for the people of Pakistan, he 

added.  

 

Source:  

http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2017/01/31/focusonitisneedofhourmamnoon/ 
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PAKISTAN’S TORCHBEARERS: WOMEN WHO 

CARVED SPACE FOR THEMSELVES AND OTHERS 
27 FEBRUARY 2017 TRIBUNE 

 

Feminism and Islam have been considered at odds for a while, especially in this part of the world. 

While academic research in this area has attempted to accommodate the two, the on-the-ground 

realities for women remain unexplored in most Muslim majority countries. Pakistan’s case is no 

different. 

The country is home to many women who are struggling in their own ways to create space for 

themselves and for other women. Here, we speak to three such inspiring women – Fouzia Saeed, 

Zubaida Jalal and Abia Akram – to reflect on how things have changed for this gender and what 

more needs to be done. 

‘These immoral NGO women’ 

Saeed is a well-known name among supporters of gender equality. She started her career with the 

United Nations Development Programme in 1994 and has been a vocal opponent of violence 

against women ever since. She currently heads Lok Virsa – the National Institute of Folk and 

Traditional Heritage in Islamabad. 

Saeed grew up in Peshawar, long a stronghold of conservative values. In her early teens, she 

realised that certain activities were suddenly out of bounds for her as a woman. Physical training 

was one of them. The other was boys. 

“If you go out and socialise in a group, it’s acceptable for your family,” she says. “But if you go 

out with one guy, it’s not.” 
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She accepted these restrictions and carved out freedom in other ways. Saeed says that wearing a 

chador was not something she had a problem with since she would much rather save her energy 

for substantive issues such as mobility and education. 

In 1987, after completing a doctorate in education from the University of Minnesota, Saeed 

returned to Pakistan and began her journey towards female emancipation. Her second and most 

popular book Working with Sharks recounts her own as well as her colleagues’ experiences of 

encountering sexual harassment while working at the UN. All efforts to voice concerns to the 

higher management at the UN proved futile, and so Saeed began a humble campaign to acquire 

justice, along with a group of ten women, which later gained ground. 

After that, she focused on the agents that would help her get the legislation passed. “I learned the 

jargon. I never used the word ‘gender’ or ‘women’s rights’. I needed to speak the language of my 

people.” 

Instead, when travelling across provinces for consultations with the provincial governments for 

the passage of the bill prohibiting sexual harassment at the workplace, she made sure to call it the 

“Code of Conduct for gender justice” and not “the bill prohibiting sexual harassment” because 

“sexual harassment” was too “sexual” for the government. She made sure that she reviewed the 

Holy Quran and went armed with references from the Prophet’s life to support her cause and to 

explain that what she was asking for was not ‘un-Islamic’. 

The backlash was inevitable. Even though she and her organisation avoided media attention and 

street protests, preferring to pursue their cause in a less confrontational way, they had to at some 

point, meet the extremists. 

The climax took place in the Senate in 2010. The fundamentalists rallied in opposition to the bill. 

“These immoral NGO women, they go around and sleep in hotels,” one of them remarked. 

No government in Pakistan has ever wanted to take on the religious circles, and so, Saeed and her 

peers were determined, yet anxious. 

Female participation in Pakistan’s work force has increased over the years but remains 

staggeringly low. In 2012, it stood at 28% according to the World Development Report by the 

World Bank. Saeed observes that expectations regarding women’s status shot up when Pakistan 

had a female Prime Minister in Benazir Bhutto, but just because you are a woman does not mean 

your priority will be women’s rights. 

“Benazir was a leader and she happened to be a woman,” Saeed says, but she never campaigned 

as a feminist. 
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Even in countries such as Pakistan, women who are economically independent have more 

opportunities and increased mobility. But Saeed feels that the discourse on class undermines a lot 

of the efforts made by educated women who use their relative privilege to change the system. She 

notes that rape and domestic violence happen to all women. 

‘In Balochistan, you walk behind me’ 

The passage of The Protection against Harassment of Women at the Workplace Act is only the 

first step towards acquiring a safe environment for the women of Pakistan to step out, pursue their 

dreams and attain economic independence. There is still a long way to go. 

But away from the federal capital, things might be murkier. 

Zubaida Jalal Girls High School stands boldly among the date trees and rough sands of the far-

flung Kech District in Balochistan as the symbol of female education and change. Kech has long 

been at an important crossroads; according to historical records, Alexander the Great passed 

through it on his way to India. Today, however, it is a name that many people in Pakistan would 

not even know due to its remote location. 

The village of Mand in Kech District is a quintessentially tribal society dominated by the Rind 

tribe. The majority of the population is involved in farming and life is as communal as one can 

imagine. School enrolment rates for girls are comparatively higher than the rest of the province 

but still low compared to the rest of the country, so for a school to be named after a local woman 

is unusual. 

Jalal may be considered an anomaly. Fair skinned, delicate and wrapped up in a chador, she comes 

across as the typical shy Baloch woman. However, once you read about her and meet her, you can 

only conclude that she must have nerves of steel. 

Jalal was born in Kuwait in 1959, where she attended primary school. In 1976, she moved to 

Pakistan with her family on the death of her paternal grandfather. Jalal wanted to enrol in the high 

school in Mand, but there was only one high school, and it was boys-only. So instead, private 

tutors came to teach her at home until she could appear for the final exams at the high school. 

In 1982, her father started the first girl’s school in Mand in their sitting room. Thirty-five girls 

showed up on the first day. Since girls in the village often marry at age 10 or 12, many were already 

married. What began in the sitting room eventually became the first girls’ high school. 

In spite of her father’s stance on education, Jalal was bound by certain customs, so when she went 

to university in Quetta she was still not able to stay in a hostel. There were certain things that she 

denied herself so that it would not inhibit more girls from following her footsteps. Up till the 1990s, 

there was only one university in the province. 
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To be selected as the federal minister for Education sounds easier than it was. In a communal and 

patriarchal system, it is the father who becomes the subject of condemnation for his daughter’s 

actions. Some accused him of sending his daughters to study and then work because he wanted 

money. “Some of the local clerics said he had opened the doors to hell,” she adds. 

Her mother warned her that she would have to watch her back. “I was a happy-go-lucky person, 

with my own nature, laughing loudly, but then there came a time when I had to change myself 

personally. She told me the man in front of you can misunderstand your smile”. 

She got married one month after she was chosen as a minister. While she was pregnant, she went 

from village to village along barren mountains and coastal areas campaigning to male audiences. 

Three days after winning the elections, she had her first child, breaking dichotomies of the 

‘working mother’ and the ‘homemaker’. 

Jalal fought hard to prove herself during her tenure as education minister, introducing a number of 

reforms, the most revolutionary being removing religion from the education curriculum. 

“The whole issue was putting more emphasis on human rights in Social Studies. We do not have 

to follow the Quranic version word-by-word because there are other children studying, and not all 

of them are Muslim.” 

After marrying a Baloch man, the son of a politician, Jalal did not have to abandon politics or 

public life like most women in the country, but she did have to conform to some old behaviours. 

“He told me, no matter where we go in the world or in Pakistan, do as your position requires. But 

when we reach Quetta, remember that you’re in Balochistan. The minute we get off the plane, I 

am in front and you’re behind. And that has been an agreement always,” she says with a laugh. 

She thinks that Balochistan has changed quite a bit since 1999 when she started in politics. Girls 

are now studying sciences and enrol in co-educational institutions, but much still needs to be done. 

‘Oh no! You have a disability’ 

In many circles, the debate on gender equality in Pakistan has become redundant. Women are 

faring better than their predecessors. 

Millennial women are hopeful and determined, yet confused. For most girls, despite rising levels 

of education, settling down and marrying continues to be their ultimate goal. While women in 

Pakistan drive their own cars, vote, run for office, dress the way they want within cultural 

boundaries and even mix with the opposite gender, every girl still has to battle with deep rooted 

and repressive norms. 

Abia Akram is a woman who has won that battle with even greater odds than most women face. 

Like many girls hailing from educated, upper-middle class families in Islamabad, she attended the 
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Islamabad Model College for Girls, a state-owned girls’ college. Later she went on to do a graduate 

degree in Islamic history from the National University of Modern Languages. Now 32, Akram 

holds another graduate degree in gender and policy from the University of Warwick, which she 

attended on the prestigious Chevening Scholarship. 

Unlike most girls, however, she did it all from a wheelchair. Akram was born with a genetic form 

of rickets that left her unable to walk. 

“I felt very uncomfortable when I was growing up, people stared at me often but disability is about 

diversity in a way: some people are taller, some are shorter, some are fairer and some are darker. 

So why can’t disability also be accepted as a form of diversity in society?” she says. 

Her experiences made her want to challenge attitudes towards people with disabilities. In 1997, 

while still a student, she started an organisation called the Special Talent Exchange Program 

(STEP), along with her brother to discuss issues faced by people with disabilities. 

Living in the UK was also an eye opening experience as she had to manage everything on her own. 

Because of the facilities and infrastructure available, it did not seem as hard as she expected. What 

particularly transformed her was the fact that she was no longer a spectacle for others around her, 

but just someone in the crowd. 

“I thought why people here are so comfortable with their disability? People would say 

‘astaghfirullah’ (God forgive us) when they’d look at me back home,” she remarks with a smile. 

The low social acceptance and awareness on disability has a lot of consequences for people like 

Akram. She says that there are only two perspectives on the issue, both of which are detrimental 

to her cause. One perspective is that people think disability is a punishment from God, so it entails 

the need to be confined at home, which leads to social isolation. Another perspective is that 

disability is something very close to God and so a person with a disability is someone ‘special’ in 

the eyes of God. 

“People would go as far as asking me for prayers, thinking I am very ‘special’ in a way. I felt very 

uncomfortable when someone would ask me to pray for them,” says Akram. 

When she first began to work on starting STEP, she decided to get in touch with her peers from 

the Special Education Centre and to bring them on board. However, when she went to their 

families, she received the distressful news about their deaths. Most had passed away and the 

reasons were shocking. 

“They were not drinking enough water and urinating properly. Their parents told me that if they 

drink water they find it hard to use the washroom on their own so they have to take assistance from 

their family members which felt like compromising dignity and respect so they would not drink 

enough,” she tells. 
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So when she returned from the UK, she decided to increase her efforts to spread awareness. 

Through her organisation, 45 women with disabilities from Pakistan were able to go to various 

exchange programs abroad to learn and discuss their challenges at an international forum. Her 

main focus has been to change attitudes towards people with disabilities and bring greater 

acceptance. 

But after working with so many organisations and global partnerships, she realised that women 

with disabilities were not well-represented in the disability movements all over the world. So she 

established the National Forum of Women with Disabilities. 

Her dream is far from complete. For Akram, the lack of accessibility is one of the major hurdles 

she continues to face. Most public places in Pakistan are not at all conducive to people with 

disabilities, with neither ramps nor accessible washrooms. “It’s all about our infrastructure,” she 

says. 

Akram feels her life changed when she became a part of the global disability movement and 

realised that her disability was not something to be ashamed of. She now wants to share this 

understanding with her country. So besides campaigning for better infrastructure, her organisation 

aims at tackling the attitudinal barriers head on. 

During the course of her work, she has met with women with disabilities from far-flung areas of 

the country who were contemplating suicide. She has tried to engage with them and sent them on 

exchange programs to help them live a better life. “If I have been able to influence one woman, it 

is enough for me. I feel fulfilled,” she says. 

Source:  
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1337511/pakistans-torchbearers-women-carved-space-others/ 
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AMERICAN EMBASSY SPONSORED TECH CAMP FOR 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

10 AUGUSAT 2017 SAMAA 
 

 
 

ISLAMABAD: American Embassy, with the collaboration of Special Talent Exchange 

Programme (STEP) held a two-day Tech Camp through which individuals with disabilities learned 

how to use new technologies in their daily lives. 

 

According to a press release issued here, American Ambassador David Hale also visited the Tech 

Camp on Thursday that included sessions on the effective use of social media for advocacy and 

income generation, video filming and editing tools and the use of mobile phone applications 

designed for persons with disabilities. 

 

Ambassador Hale encouraged the participants to take advantage of their new technical skills to 

share their personal stories and to raise awareness about the rights of individuals with disabilities. 

 

“I hope you will take full advantage of the new technologies and tools that you discover during 

this camp,”  Ambassador Hale said. 

 

“Technology can play a vital role in increasing access for disabled persons to information, 

employment and opportunities for civic participation.” 

 

During the Tech Camp, STEP Director Projects Abia Akram thanked the American Embassy for 

supporting the Tech Camp and other initiatives benefiting Pakistanis with disabilities. 

 

“STEP appreciates the American Embassy’s long-term support for Pakistani individuals with 

disabilities,” Akram said. 

 

“Through this Tech Camp, we are giving disabled individuals valuable new knowledge and tools 

that can improve the quality of their life and help them raise public awareness about their valuable 

contributions towards Pakistani society.” 
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In addition to this week’s Tech Camp, the American Embassy supports a variety of initiatives to 

empower Pakistani individuals with disabilities. It recently sent two groups of exchange program 

participants to the United States in collaboration with Mobility International USA and STEP to 

learn more about the Americans with Disabilities Act and about independent living in the United 

States. 

 
Source:  
https://www.samaa.tv/technology/2017/08/american-embassy-sponsored-tech-camp-for-persons-with-
disabilities/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.samaa.tv/technology/2017/08/american-embassy-sponsored-tech-camp-for-persons-with-disabilities/
https://www.samaa.tv/technology/2017/08/american-embassy-sponsored-tech-camp-for-persons-with-disabilities/
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US EMBASSY ORGANIZES TECH CAMPS FOR 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN PAKISTAN 

10 AUGUSAT 2017 PHONE WORLD 
 

 
 

David Hale, a US Ambassador of Pakistan visited a Tech Camp. This Tech Camp is aimed at 

providing learning capabilities to disabilities regarding technology in their daily lives. US Embassy 

Organizes Tech Camps for People with Disabilities in Pakistan. 

American Embassy partnered with Special Talent Exchange Program to develop a two day camp. 

This camp featured sessions on the effective use of social media for advocacy and income 

generation, video filming and editing tools. Disable people were made aware of special Apps 

designed for persons with disabilities. 

Ambassador Hale requested participants to take advantage of these technical skills to share their 

personal stories. He also asked people to spread awareness about the rights of individual with 

disabilities. 

Ambassador Hale said: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apart for this Tech Camp, US embassy has also taken several initiatives to empower Pakistani 

individuals with disabilities. It this regard embassy sent two groups of exchange program 

participants to US in collaboration with Mobility International USA and STEP to discover more 

about independent living in US. 

“I hope you will take full advantage of the new 

technologies and tools that you discover during 

this camp. Technology can play a vital role in 

increasing access for disabled persons to 

information, employment, and opportunities for 

civic participation” 
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During the Tech Camp, STEP Director Projects Abia Akram thanked the American Embassy for 

supporting the Tech Camp and other initiatives benefiting Pakistanis with disabilities. 

Akram shared her views: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source:  
https://www.phoneworld.com.pk/us-embassy-organizes-tech-camps-for-people-with-disabilities/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“STEP appreciates the American Embassy’s long-

term support for Pakistani individuals with 

disabilities. Through this Tech Camp, we are 

giving disabled individuals valuable new 

knowledge and tools that can improve the quality 

of their life and help them raise public awareness 

about the valuable contributions of persons with 

disabilities to Pakistani society” 
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HALE CALLS FOR EMPOWERMENT OF DISABLED 
PEOPLE 

27 SEPTEMBER 2017 THE NATION 
 

 
 

Islamabad - US Ambassador David Hale yesterday said that disabled people should enjoy dignity 

and participation in society. 

The US envoy met with over 70 Pakistani disability rights advocates to open a leadership 

conference for persons with disabilities, a US Embassy statement said. 

The American Embassy is collaborating with Mobility International and the Special Talent 

Exchange Programme on a plan to empower Pakistanis with disabilities and their allies, it added. 

The group discussed the status of the rights of persons with disabilities in Pakistan, disability 

inclusion, legislation on disability rights, and ways to empower Pakistanis with disabilities and 

their allies. 



 

PRESS NEWS 2017 

Addressing the ceremony, Hale said, “Removing barriers and creating a world in which disabled 

people enjoy dignity and full inclusion is our goal.” 

He added, “To achieve it, we work with governments and organisations like STEP, to protect and 

promote the rights of disabled people and provide practical support to facilitate their integration, 

inclusion, and participation in society.” 

STEP President Muhammad Atif Sheikh said that young persons with disabilities in Pakistan 

needed to develop an understanding of rights-based approaches for legislation, and this training 

will be a timely intervention from American experts who had been part of the movement for the 

Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Abia Akram, STEP Director said, “I am glad that a large number of women with disabilities had a 

chance to learn from the experience of disability leaders from the United States through this 

opportunity.” 

Recently, the US embassy concluded a one-year program managed by STEP to support Pakistani 

women with disabilities and to increase public and Pakistani government awareness about the 

rights of women with disabilities. 

In August, the Information Resource Centre at the American Embassy and STEP co-hosted a two-

day technology workshop to train participants on the effective use of social media for advocacy 

and income generation, video filming and editing tools, and the use of mobile phone apps designed 

for persons with disabilities. 

The American Embassy supports the rights of individuals with disabilities through exchange 

programs and other activities, including the Department of State’s prestigious International Visitor 

Leadership Program, said the statement. 

 
Source:  
https://nation.com.pk/27-Sep-2017/hale-calls-for-empowerment-of-disabled-people 
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PTA REVAMPS ITS WEBSITE; LAUNCHES MOBILE 
FRIENDLY & ACCESSIBLE FOR PERSONS WITH 

DISABILITIES VERSION 
02 NOVEMBER 2017 PHONE WORLD 

 

 

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) has launched a new official bilingual mobile 

responsive website which is also compliant to the universal web accessibility standards for the 

persons with disabilities. PTA Revamps its Website; Launches Mobile Friendly & Accessible for 

Persons with Disabilities Version. 

The new Urdu version of PTA website would contain the same contents of the English version 

converted into simple Urdu language with similar layout and design. The aim of newly re-designed 

website is to provide contents accessibility in Urdu language for which Urdu ccTLD has been 

registered for the facilitation of general public. In new website, statistical data of telecom indicators 
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have also been re-shaped and user-friendly graphical layout has been introduced for easy 

navigation of the key indicators data. PTA believes that the new re-designed website would help 

in telecommunication information dissemination to the people of Pakistan.Islamabad - US 

Ambassador David Hale yesterday said that disabled people should enjoy dignity and participation 

in society. 

As per the best international practices, the web accessibility standards for the persons with 

disabilities have been introduced in the website so that special persons can also use the website 

without any hassle. The primary focus behind the launch of new website is to provide easy access 

for contents retrieval to the persons with disabilities for which acquired input from the PWDs have 

also been incorporated. For the facilitation of persons with disabilities, an interactive tool bar has 

been introduced which includes features like text re-sizing, text-to-speech plug-in, magnifier and 

color contrast. 

The new re-designed website will allow users to harness the power of technology to promote 

inclusion and accessibility in order to help realize the full and equal participation of persons with 

disabilities in the society. The users would also be able to access various online services of PTA. 

It is to mention here that Special Talent Exchange Program (STEP) and web accessibility experts 

provided prompt assistance and support to PTA for the endorsement of web accessibility standards. 

Let’s Take a Look at the New Website Here: PTA 

It may be mentioned that, PTA believes that the electronic access of information will improve the 

productivity and efficiency of persons with disabilities. This would ultimately contribute to 

economic activities and bring benefits to the country. PTA is committed to promote freedom of 

expression and access to information in the greater public interest. Single source facilitation 

website developed by PTA has a theme ‘connecting the un-connected’ and to ensure access to 

content repository to information seekers from within and outside the country at one place. 

Source:  
https://www.phoneworld.com.pk/pta-revamps-its-website/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pta.gov.pk/en
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PTA, ISOC, COMSATS JOIN HANDS FOR ONLINE 
INTERACTIVE REMOTE EDUCATION 

09 NOVEMBER 2017 PAKISTAN OBSERVER 
 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA), Thursday, joined hands with 

Internet Society (ISOC) Asia-Pacific Bureau and COMSATS Internet Services Limited to provide 

online interactive remote education to 6thgrade students of a Government Girls High School in 

rural Multan; connected last year as part of ISOC’s Wireless for Communities (W4C) program. 

This pilot project aims to provide free extra academic help to students, for better understanding of 

their study material. This supplement education will be delivered by imparting a unique learning 

experience that is essentially different from their general text books. 

TeleTaleem, a renowned and experienced tele-education provider, is project partner for delivering 

real-time online lectures of English, Mathematics and Science through an interactive class room 

environment from Islamabad. 

Opening ceremony of the project was held here and Dr. Syed Ismail Shah, Chairman PTA, Mr. 

Naveed ul Haq, regional Development Manager ISOC, Jamshed Masood CEO COMSATS 

Internet Services, Assad Karim CEO Tele Taleem and other participants from partner 

organizations. 

Source:  
https://pakobserver.net/pta-isoc-comsats-join-hands-online-interactive-remote-education/ 
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DISABILITY MOVEMENT IN PAKISTAN 
DISASSOCIATES THEMSELVES FROM MUNIBA 

MAZARI 
10 DECEMBER 2017 TRIBUNE 

 

 
 

KARACHI: Television host and United Nations goodwill ambassador Muniba Mazari has been at 

the centre of controversy lately after her ex-husband sued her for defamation. In another case, she 

has also been accused of plagiarising another artist Laiba Baig’s work. Amid the lawsuits and 

accusations, Mazari posted an emotional response on her social media. 

The disability movement of Pakistan, in general, now has decided to distance themselves from her. 

Muhammad Atif Sheikh, president Special Talent Exchange Program (STEP), a DPO (Disabled 

People Organisation) to advocate for the rights of persons with disabilities said, “Muniba is 

presenting a model of sympathy as an ambassador. We don’t want to quote names or hinder her 

efforts but she isn’t doing anything for the disability movement and is merely cashing in on her 

disability. 

He continued, “She is trying to get attention using the charity model of disability, which is entirely 

wrong and isn’t what a representative should do.” 

Sheikh further stated Mazari was also demonising the name of the country by showing that men 

don’t respect women in Pakistan which wasn’t the truth. “She shouldn’t be an ambassador of 

disability for any organisation because a representative/ambassador always advocates the right-

based approach and equality, not try to gain sympathy. Disability is a diversified way of living, 

not a brave struggle.” 

Punjab National Forum of Women with Disabilities provincial coordinator and Society for Special 

Persons president Zahida Qureshi thought the controversy regarding her husband was Mazari’s 

family matter and needn’t be discussed. “As a woman with disability, we respect her for her efforts 
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and living her life as she wants but as far as the controversy is concerned, we think it’s best not to 

judge without knowing much about it.” 

“It’s her personal matter and we wouldn’t want to do anything with it,” she said, adding that they 

haven’t worked together to further the movement before and therefore, wouldn’t have anything to 

say about her. 

Requesting anonymity, another leading advocate for the rights of persons with disabilities said 

Mazari was a “good woman” and was in the right direction when she received training. “But as 

she has now shifted the concept of disability to fit her agenda, we don’t want anything to do with 

her. She wants to cash in on the sympathy and therefore, we don’t have any connection with her. 

Disability has nothing to do with sympathy.” 

 “She is an inspiring woman but she doesn’t understand the disability movement and isn’t using 

the right terminology. Disability is merely a different lifestyle,” she said. 

The activist added that Mazari has had no input or contribution in putting together the Pakistan 

Disability Act, on which the entire movement is working and thus, isn’t part of it. 

Shafiqur Rehman, president at Milestone (another DPO), who’s working on the independent living 

of persons with disabilities, said Mazari had nothing to do with the movement. “She is merely a 

celebrity. It’s utterly wrong to associate the movement with her. The disability movement doesn’t 

start with makeup and everything. It’s not a fashion show. It starts with quality people working on 

grassroot levels.” 

Rehman argued that Mazari was sending out a wrong message. “A person with disability doesn’t 

need courage but understanding. Courage won’t let you walk one step if your body is unable to 

support you. Understanding results in ramps beside stairs so that a person with disability can move 

without any dependence. 

 “Muniba can be a motivational speaker but not a representative of the movement. The disability 

movement is about self-management and making persons with disabilities self-reliant because it’s 

not them who are disabled, rather it’s the environment, infrastructure and our mindsets. It starts at 

a very basic level,” Rehman added. 

He also pointed out that a lot of disability institutions don’t even teach people about self-

management. “Disability institutions are selling disabled bodies, just like in prostitution. They are 

not teaching persons with disabilities to live and be self-reliant; they merely use them to acquire 

grants and funding.” 

 

 

Source:  
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1580614/4-disability-movement-pakistan-disassociates-muniba-mazari/ 
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DISABILITY MOVEMENT IN PAKISTAN DISTANCES 
ITSELF FROM MUNIBA MAZARI AFTER EX-

HUSBAND SUES HER 
11 DECEMBER 2017 NEWS PAKISTAN 

 

Muniba Mazari has been an inspiration to many—having lost her legs in a fatal car crash—she did 

not give up on life and continues to live it at its fullest, also motivating others. 

 

However, it appears that the television host and United Nations goodwill ambassador has found 

herself in the center of a controversy as her ex-husband has sued her for defamation. He claims 

that Mazari is using wrong facts to garner sympathy from people and defaming him in the process. 

 

In another case, Mazari has also been accused of plagiarizing another artist’s work. 

Even though the TV host has posted an emotional response to these accusations on her Facebook 

account, it appears that the fallout from these cases has already begun. 

 

The disability movement in Pakistan has decided to disassociate itself from her. 

 

Muhammad Atif Sheikh, president Special Talent Exchange Program (STEP), a DPO (Disabled 

People Organization) to advocate for the rights of persons with disabilities said, “Muniba is 

presenting a model of sympathy as an ambassador. We don’t want to quote names or hinder her 

efforts but she isn’t doing anything for the disability movement and is merely cashing in on her 

disability. 

 

He continued, “She is trying to get attention using the charity model of disability, which is entirely 

wrong and isn’t what a representative should do.” 

 

Sheikh further stated Mazari was also demonizing the name of the country by showing that men 

don’t respect women in Pakistan which wasn’t the truth. “She shouldn’t be an ambassador of 

disability for any organization because a representative/ambassador always advocates the right-

based approach and equality, not try to gain sympathy. Disability is a diversified way of living, 

not a brave struggle.” 

 

In the same way several other DPO organizations have also distanced themselves from the 

celebrity saying she isn’t doing anything for the cause and only using her disability to cash in on. 

 
Source:  
https://pakobserver.net/pta-isoc-comsats-join-hands-online-interactive-remote-education/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PRESS NEWS 2017 

SEMINAR ON INCLUSION OF PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES IN ELECTORAL PROCESS HELD 

01 FEBRUARY 2017 THE NEWS 
 

 
 

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) on Friday organized a daylong 

seminar on inclusion of persons with disabilities in the electoral process. 

 

The seminar was arranged to mark the International Day of Persons with Disabilities. The event 

was an initiative of the ECP’s Gender and Disability Electoral Working Group with an aim to 

promote the inclusion of persons with disabilities in the electoral process. 

 

Addressing the seminar, the ECP chief, Justice Sardar Muhammad Raza, said inclusive elections 

were fair elections where every citizen, including persons with disabilities, was able to play his or 

her role. The CEC referred to the equality of all citizens under Article 25 of the Constitution of 

Pakistan. 

 

The Secretary of ECP, Babar Yaqoob Fateh Muhammad, said that the ECP was striving to create 

a conducive environment for the marginalized groups for equal representation and participation in 

the electoral process. He said the ECP welcomed partners both from within and outside the country 

to work along with the ECP to promote inclusive elections. He said the ECP was planning to have 

all the polling stations accessible in the next general elections. Head of DFID, Joanna Reid, 

congratulated the ECP for organizing this event and said that the UK remained committed to 

supporting the social and economic development of Pakistan. 

 

She said participation in the electoral and political process was crucial for persons with disabilities 

to have a voice in the decision making process. Joanna Reid said, “We must continue to work 

together to ensure that all persons with disabilities who are of voting age are registered as voters 

and have access to voting.” 

 

Other speakers highlighted the evolution of disability rights movement in the international context 

and referred to the various recommendations of the civil society. They said inclusion should be at 

the core of election planning and implementation. 

 
Source:  
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/169475-Seminar-on-inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-electoral-

process-held 
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CEC FOR FULL PARTICIPATION OF DISABLED 
PERSONS IN ELECTION PROCESS 

01 FEBRUARY 2017 APP.COM.PK 

 

ISLAMABAD, Dec 14 (APP): Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Justice Sardar Muhammad 

Raza on Thursday urged for ensuring full participation of people with disabilities in election 

process. 

Addressing a ceremony held here to mark the International Day of persons with disabilities, the 

CEC appreciated the initiative of the gender wing of Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to 

promote gender and disability inclusion in the electoral process. 

He said that the ECP was planning to improve infrastructure of commission’s offices to make them 

accessible for person with disabilities including ECP Secretariat, provincial as well as district 

offices. 

He said that the ECP has prepared its election staff while initiating further training to cover this 

aspects that person with disabilities are facilitated in the voting process. 

He said that the ECP has prepared a checklist for the polling stations and to make them accessible 

for persons with disabilities. “We have asked chief secretaries of all provinces to set up polling 

stations at ground floors or provide ramps wherever the polling stations have stairs.” 

He said ECP observes two percent quota for persons with disabilities and currently 21 persons 

with disabilities were working with ECP. 

 

Source:  
https://www.app.com.pk/cec-for-full-participation-of-disabled-persons-in-election-process/ 
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SEMINAR ON INCLUSION OF PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES IN ELECTORAL PROCESS HELD 

27 SEPTEMBER 2017 THE NEWS 

 

Islamabad - US Ambassador David Hale yesterday said that disabled people should enjoy dignity 

and participation in society. 

The US envoy met with over 70 Pakistani disability rights advocates to open a leadership 

conference for persons with disabilities, a US Embassy statement said. 

The American Embassy is collaborating with Mobility International and the Special Talent 

Exchange Programme on a plan to empower Pakistanis with disabilities and their allies, it added. 

The group discussed the status of the rights of persons with disabilities in Pakistan, disability 

inclusion, legislation on disability rights, and ways to empower Pakistanis with disabilities and 

their allies. 

Addressing the ceremony, Hale said, “Removing barriers and creating a world in which disabled 

people enjoy dignity and full inclusion is our goal.” 

He added, “To achieve it, we work with governments and organizations like STEP, to protect and 

promote the rights of disabled people and provide practical support to facilitate their integration, 

inclusion, and participation in society.” 

STEP President Muhammad Atif Sheikh said that young persons with disabilities in Pakistan 

needed to develop an understanding of rights-based approaches for legislation, and this training 

will be a timely intervention from American experts who had been part of the movement for the 

Americans with Disabilities Act. 
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Abia Akram, STEP Director said, “I am glad that a large number of women with disabilities had a 

chance to learn from the experience of disability leaders from the United States through this 

opportunity.” 

Recently, the US embassy concluded a one-year program managed by STEP to support Pakistani 

women with disabilities and to increase public and Pakistani government awareness about the 

rights of women with disabilities. 

In August, the Information Resource Centre at the American Embassy and STEP co-hosted a two-

day technology workshop to train participants on the effective use of social media for advocacy 

and income generation, video filming and editing tools, and the use of mobile phone apps designed 

for persons with disabilities. 

The American Embassy supports the rights of individuals with disabilities through exchange 

programs and other activities, including the Department of State’s prestigious International Visitor 

Leadership Program, said the statement. 

 

Source:  

https://nation.com.pk/27-Sep-2017/hale-calls-for-empowerment-of-disabled-people 
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SEMINAR ON INCLUSION OF PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES IN ELECTORAL PROCESS HELD 

14 DECEMBER 2017 APP.COM.PK 

 
ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) on Friday organized a daylong 

seminar on inclusion of persons with disabilities in the electoral process. The seminar was arranged 

to mark the International Day of Persons with Disabilities. The event was an initiative of the ECP’s 

Gender and Disability Electoral Working Group with an aim to promote the inclusion of persons 

with disabilities in the electoral process. 

Addressing the seminar, the ECP chief, Justice Sardar Muhammad Raza, said inclusive elections 

were fair elections where every citizen, including persons with disabilities, was able to play his or 

her role. The CEC referred to the equality of all citizens under Article 25 of the Constitution of 

Pakistan. 

The Secretary of ECP, Babar Yaqoob Fateh Muhammad, said that the ECP was striving to create 

a conducive environment for the marginalized groups for equal representation and participation in 

the electoral process. He said the ECP welcomed partners both from within and outside the country 

to work along with the ECP to promote inclusive elections. 

He said the ECP was planning to have all the polling stations accessible in the next general 

elections. Head of DFID, Joanna Reid, congratulated the ECP for organizing this event and said 

that the UK remained committed to supporting the social and economic development of Pakistan. 

She said participation in the electoral and political process was crucial for persons with disabilities 

to have a voice in the decision making process. Joanna Reid said, “We must continue to work 

together to ensure that all persons with disabilities who are of voting age are registered as voters 

and have access to voting.” 

Other speakers highlighted the evolution of disability rights movement in the international context 

and referred to the various recommendations of the civil society. They said inclusion should be at 

the core of election planning and implementation. 

Source:  
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/169475-Seminar-on-inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-electoral-

process-held 
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MUHAMMAD ATIF SHEIKH ON PAKISTAN 
DISABILITY ACT (SAMAA NEWS) 

03 DECEMBER 2017 SAMAA NEWS 

 

 

 

Source:  
https://vimeo.com/252109843 
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DISABLED 3RD DECEMBER 
2017 TALK SHOW ON PTV  

03 DECEMBER 2017 PTV NEWS 

 

 

 

Source:  
https://vimeo.com/252110353 
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FASHION SHOW OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES - 
ABTAK NEWS 

28 DECEMBER 2017 ABTAK NEWS 

 

 

 

Source:  
https://vimeo.com/249350293 
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FASHION SHOW OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES - 
DUNYA NEWS 

28 DECEMBER 2017 DUNYA NEWS 

 

 

 

Source:  
https://vimeo.com/249350293 
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FASHION SHOW OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES – 
SAMAA NEWS 

28 DECEMBER 2017 SAMAA NEWS 

 

 

 

Source:  
https://vimeo.com/249349838 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


