PRESS NEWS 2016

Special Talent Exchange Program (STEP)

WORKSHOP ON WEB ACCESSIBILITY FOR VISUALLY
IMPAIRED PEOPLE HELD
01 JANUARY 2016

PRO PAKISTAN

ISOC Asia-Pacific Bureau in partnership with Bytes for All Pakistan recently organized a half-day
workshop on “web accessibility” in Islamabad, inviting persons with disabilities to share their
accessibility requirements, identify issues / challenges and highlight the barriers that limits them
from interacting with the Internet and the World Wide Web.
The workshop hosted 22 persons with visual, 4 with hearing and 3 with physical impairment, all
affirming one common demand of ‘inclusivity’.
They all emphasized the opportunities the Internet can provide for them to be independent and to
contribute to society and to their socio-economic development. They were Journalist, Teachers,
Website developers, Mobile Application developers, Scholars and Professionals.
Some 19 million people in Pakistan have some form of disability – roughly 10% of the whole
population.
During the workshop, Mr. Muhammad Shabbir, a PhD student and a visually impaired person
presented his issue paper on ‘The state and potential of web accessibility for persons with
disabilities in Pakistan’. The paper was prepared as part of this workshop, and details the current
status and the gaps in web accessibility in Pakistan.
The paper also features an ‘accessibility’ audit of the top 12 visited websites in Pakistan (as per
alexa.com). A large proportion of websites by the Government, Telecommunication Industry,
Universities and Media are not accessible to people with visual and hearing disability.
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Muhammad Shabbir stressed on implementing standards, policies and regulations to promote web
accessibility in Pakistan.
Ms. Saima Awan, a web developer and a visually impaired person delivered a practical
demonstration on www.beyondourvision.com; a website that is run and managed by her. She
shared essential consideration for web developers while coding their websites, and different tools,
techniques and features that would escalate ‘accessibility’ of their website content for people with
special needs.

Round-table panelists included four persons with visual and one with hearing impairment, replying
to questions on web accessibility, challenges they face and actions required to break the barriers.
In his closing remarks, Dr Shah, the Chairman of Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA),
appreciated the efforts of the organizers for highlighting the subject of web accessibility, which he
said appeared to be rarely taken into consideration locally.
“I am honored to be part of this because it taught me several things that will be worked on in the
near future. I believe learning never stops and PTA is going to try its best to play a role in software
development and work with telecoms to make websites more accessible,” said Mr. Ismail Shah.
Source:
http://propakistani.pk/2015/12/23/workshop-on-web-accessibility-for-visually-impaired-people-held/
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PTA WORKING ON WEB ACCESSIBILITY FOR
DISABLED
01 JANUARY 2016
NATION.COM.PK
ISLAMABAD - In order to facilitate visually and hearing impaired persons in using web, Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority has started consultations.
In this regard, PTA held a meeting on web accessibility for people with disabilities at its
headquarters yesterday. The meeting was attended by web developers and representatives of
visually impaired persons.
During this discussion PTA Chairman Dr Ismail Shah invited the participants to generate ideas
and opinion on the difficulties the disabled have to face while using Internet and the way to
increase web accessibility.
The participants agreed to form a working group for further discussions and preparing workable
suggestions on removing technology access barriers for the people with various impairments.
The term ‘web accessibility’ refers to a set of guidelines and tools to remove the obstacles that
prevent persons with disabilities from accessing it. Unlike developed countries, almost all the
public and private sector websites lack special features which help impaired people to browse the
sites like people without visual or hearing impairment.
For screen reading and scanning software is available for most of international languages, but no
Urdu screen reading software has been developed in Pakistan while those available for
international languages are very costly. One piece of JAWS screen reader costs $800 which equals
around Rs 80,000. For lack of awareness and demand, developers have yet to adopt accessibility
standards in their products.
According to a 2012 report of an NGO, Helping Hand for Relief and Development (HHRD), there
are 412,157 blind people while 379,157 are deaf and dumb.
There are 24 institutes in Pakistan for the people with hearing disabilities.
According to officials, “Web accessibility for people with disabilities is an initiative of PTA
Chairman Dr Ismail Shah who wants to make visually and hearing impaired persons more
independent and resourceful so that they could not only benefit from the Internet like others but
also contribute productively in the socio-economic development of the country.
PTA has already initiated projects to educate youth with the latest and emerging technologies.
Source:
http://nation.com.pk/islamabad/01-Jan-2016/pta-working-on-web-accessibility-for-disabled

PRESS NEWS 2016

INTERNET ACCESS: PTA PUSHES FOR WEB
INCLUSIVITY
02 JANUARY 2016

TRIBUNE

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) Chairman Dr. Syed Ismail Shah on
Friday invited ideas and opinions on `Web Accessibility for People with Disabilities’ to promote
technological inclusivity in Pakistan. He expressed these views during a meeting.
The discussion carried inputs by participants highlighting policy, technology and capacity building
related activities. The participants agreed to form a working group for further discussions and
preparing workable suggestions on removing technology access and usage barriers for people with
various impairments.
The meeting was attended by Saima Yousaf, a web developer, Muhammad Shabbir, a research
associate from NDU, Ali Shabbar and Abia Akram from STEP, Ammar Anwar from Pakistan
Foundation for Fighting Blindness and Naveed Haq from Internet Society.
Published in The Express Tribune, January 2nd, 2016.
Source:
http://tribune.com.pk/story/1020597/internet-access-pta-pushes-for-web-inclusivity/
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IDEAS ON `WEB ACCESSIBILITY FOR PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES’ INVITED
02 JANUARY 2016

AJJ TV

ISLAMABAD: Chairman, Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA), Dr. Syed Ismail
Shah on Friday invited ideas and opinions on `Web Accessibility for People with
Disabilities’ to promote technological `inclusivity’ in Pakistan.
He expressed these views during a meeting with a group of people on `Web accessibility for People
with Disabilities’ here.
The discussion carried inputs by participants highlighting policy, technology and capacity building
related activities.
The participants agreed to form a working group for further discussions and preparing workable
suggestions on removing technology access and usage barriers for people with various
impairments.
The meeting was attended by Ms. Saima Yousaf – a web developer, Muhammad Shabbir – a
research associate from NDU, Ali Shabbar and Ms. Abia Akram from STEP, Ms. Ammar Anwar
from Pakistan Foundation for Fighting Blindness and Naveed Haq from Internet Society.
Source:
http://aaj.tv/2016/01/ideas-on-web-accessibility-for-people-with-disabilities-invited/
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SPEAKERS RAISE VOICE FOR RESERVED SEATS FOR
PWDS IN PARLIAMENT
22 JANUARY 2016

PAKISTAN TODAY

Speakers at a conference on Friday called for reserved seats for persons with disabilities (PWDs)
in the Parliament to protect their rights and improve participation in legislation.
These views were expressed at the “First South Asia conference on the role of women with
disabilities in implementation of sustainable development goals (SDGs)”.
It is the responsibility of the government to provide all basic and necessary facilities to PWDs to
help them live a normal life like other citizens, they added.
Senate Chairman Mian Raza Rabbani said that to create sensitivity among the masses there is a
need to help reduce problems regarding PWDs and provide all rights to them. He said that the
Parliament represents all segments of society, including disabled persons.
He said that when the Parliament would protect the rights of the public, people would give it
honour and respect.
Raza Rabbani assured that the Parliament would be accessible for PWDs and would support and
protect their rights.
The senate chairman urged for true implementation of job quota of PWDs in all government
departments across the country and added that they should be given their due rights so that they
can develop and prosper.
Rabbani said that there are a large number PWDs living in rural areas of the country but
unfortunately they are either not registered or have no data with any organisation.
Women Parliament Caucus Secretary General MNA Shaista Pervaiz Malik assured that the
Parliament House would soon be accessible for PWDs and more legislation would be brought in
the House for their betterment.
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Parliamentary Task Force on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Chairperson Marriyum
Aurangzeb said that the present government has taken various steps for the welfare and rights of
the PWDs across the country.
She said that many projects are ongoing for the facilitation of PWDs adding that 422 educational
institutions are accessible for them.
Marriyum said that data about PWDs would be collected in the upcoming national census in March
2016.
STEP President Muhammad Atif Sheikh, who is also the Head of the Aurat Foundation said that
government should provide sports facilities and made all buildings accessible for PWDs, including
hotels, public and private offices, hospitals and parks.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa MNAs Ayesha Syed, Balochistan’s Aliya Murtaza Kamran, Fouzia from
Sindh and Tahseen Fawad from Punjab also addressed the participants and said that the
government should provide free interest loans to PWDs for self-employment and increase
vocational and training centres across the country.
The government should ensure the safety of PWDs, installation of CCTVs to observe safety at all
offices in the public and private sector, and ensure true implementation of the job quota of PWDs,
and establish complaint cells for them, they said.
Source:
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2016/01/22/speakers-raise-voice-for-reserved-seats-for-pwds-inparliament/
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ACHIEVEMENTS OF PAK DISABLED WOMEN
CELEBRATED
23 SEPTEMBER 2016

THE NATION

Islamabad - American Counsellor for Public Affairs Christina Tomlinson yesterday joined
members of the National Assembly and nongovernmental organisation representatives yesterday
to celebrate the achievements of Pakistani women with disabilities.
At the Special Talent Exchange Programme Conference, she emphasised the importance of
supporting the rights of women with disabilities so they can fully participate in all aspects of
society.
“Promoting disability rights is an integral part of our efforts to promote human rights more
broadly,” she said. “We want to remove barriers and create a world in which disabled people
everywhere enjoy dignity and full inclusion. We work with governments and organizations like
STEP to protect and promote the rights of disabled persons, and provide practical support to ensure
their inclusion and full participation in society,” she added.
This conference marks the conclusion of a one-year, $375,000 program to support Pakistani
women with disabilities funded by the American Embassy and implemented by STEP.
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Throughout the past year, STEP has organized more than 90 training sessions, TV talk show
discussions, and provincial workshops to increase public and Pakistani government awareness
about the rights of women with disabilities and to provide livelihood training for women with
disabilities.
“Women with disabilities face disadvantages in several key areas when compared with other
women , men with disabilities, and society as a whole,” said STEP Programs Director Abia Akram.
“STEP, with the support of the American Embassy in Pakistan, initiated Supporting Women with
Disabilities project to refine the approach of stakeholders and to help fully realize these women’s
rights,” she said.
As this program comes to a close, the American Embassy and Mobility International are beginning
collaboration on a new program to empower Pakistanis with disabilities and their allies.
Separately, the US Embassy and iEARN Pakistan staff yesterday welcomed home 19 female
Pakistani students who recently participated in the Summer Sisters Exchange Programme at US
universities, including Harvard, American University and Smith College.
The students, ages 15 to 18, spent the summer studying science, leadership and international
affairs. “The US Embassy sponsors this programme because all children – no matter their gender
or their economic background – have the potential to develop into community leaders and deserve
a quality education,” said US Embassy Deputy Cultural Affairs Officer Maureen Mimnaugh.
“I look forward to seeing the participants in this programme inspire other students in their
communities and implement their new leadership skills,” he said.
The Summer Sisters Institute, launched in 2013 by the US-Pakistan Women’s Council, aims to
provide a unique educational experience and mentor promising young Pakistani female students
from historically disadvantaged backgrounds. Since 2013, a total of 42 Pakistani girls have
participated in this exchange programme.
“Exchange programmes like Summer Sisters are intensive, structured, and powerful,” said iEARN
Pakistan Executive Director Farah Kamal.
“Through this programme, students develop lifelong friendships and gain knowledge, enthusiasm,
and passion to make the world a better place.”
“Summer Sisters was the best summer of my life,” said 2015 programme alumna Kainat Kanwal,
who attended American University’s Community of Scholars program.
“I especially enjoyed the opportunity to do community service alongside my American friends,
and I used my new volunteering skills when I came home to set up a hygiene camp for mothers
and children in Sialkot,” she said.
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The Summer Sisters Exchange Programme is one of many exchange programmes sponsored by
the US Department of State.
Every year, more than 1,300 Pakistanis travel to the United States on academic and professional
exchange programmes.
Source:
https://nation.com.pk/23-Sep-2016/achievements-of-pak-disabled-women-celebrated
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BRILLIANT AND RESILIENT WOMEN OF PAKISTAN
CELEBRATE THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS
23 SEPTEMBER 2016

TELE VISUAL INFOLINK

Group photo of women leaders with Ms. Christina Tomlinson of US Embassy, MNA Shaista Pervaiz Malik, Abia Akram of
NFWWD and Atif Sheikh of STEP in Islamabad. Photo: Sana Jamal

Around 100 amazing Pakistani women gathered to celebrate their achievements and vowed
to remove barriers to create an inclusive society for all.
ISLAMABAD – “Disability is not a disease but a lifestyle! We have to come forward together to
change society’s attitudes and not ourselves” young and energetic Anam Khan declared. Anam’s
claim visibly resonated in the hall and hearts of all the extraordinary Pakistani women who have
overcome disabilities with their impressive attitude.
Around 100 amazing Pakistani women gathered to celebrate the achievements of disabled women
who are confronting discrimination and working to improve the lives of women and girls with
disabilities in their communities.
Maria Qureshi, who hails from Sialkot, had a very hard time at the age of 15 when she became a
a ‘special person’ from a ‘normal person’. “Growing up with spinal cord injury, I was literally
waiting for the day of my death” to be relieved of the burden of depending on others for very basic
needs. “But then I meet these amazing people who were disabled yet they had a fun lifestyle and
that was the beginning of a new life.”
Self-management training, she believes, changed her life. “Without exercise, I was literally
bedridden but after regular training, I feel I am living my life to the fullest.”
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Wheelchair-bound but independent and spirited Maria Qureshi is now working at National Forum
of Women with Disabilities and mentoring young people how to improve their lives on their own.
Maria was also part of the Special Talent Exchange Program’s (STEP) one-year campaign, during
which more than 90 training sessions, TV talk show discussions, and workshops were held to
enhance public and government awareness about rights of women with disabilities and to offer
them livelihood training.
The conference and celebration in Islamabad marked the conclusion of a one-year, US$375,000
program to support Pakistani women with disabilities funded by the American Embassy and
implemented by STEP. The event was organized by STEP and National Forum of Women with
Disabilities (NFWWD) in collaboration with Women Parliamentary Caucus, US Embassy
Pakistan and Sightsavers at Pakistan Institute for Parliamentary Services.
Mr. Atif Sheikh, President of STEP congratulated and encouraged women who are now working
as professors, doctors, directors and community leaders.
Participants lamented the fact that there is no recorded data on persons with disabilities in Pakistan.
However, there is one statistic which is emerging fast. “Women with disabilities are coming
forward as leaders and their numbers are on the rise!” claims Abia Akram, CEO of NFWWD.
The major problems faced by people with disabilities are accessing basic services such as
employment, education and transportation.
The dilemma is similar for all persons with disabilities, let alone women. The seminar, however,
was focused on challenges and successes of disabled women. The reason being that “women
represent more than half of Pakistan’s disabled population and 80 per cent of the women with
disabilities live in rural areas, in the most vulnerable conditions” Abia said.
These women have no faces, names and records as they are kept hidden and thus socially isolate.
“They are excluded from the mainstream of education, health and development” and are perceived
as a curse for the family.”
Nonetheless, Pakistani women are defying all odds, overcoming disability and barriers to empower
themselves as well as others facing similiar hurdles.
American Counselor for Public Affairs Christina Tomlinson joined the Pakistani women leaders
to celebrate their achievements and was amazed to hear their success stories. Although United
States is still progressing to remove the barriers disabled people face, but “we are glad to work
with Pakistan to make societies more inclusive” as “Promoting disability rights is an integral part
of our efforts to promote human rights more broadly.”
“We want to remove barriers and create a world in which disabled people everywhere enjoy dignity
and full inclusion” she remarked.
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American Counselor for Public Affairs Christina Tomlinson joined the Pakistani women leaders to celebrate their
achievements at a seminar in Islamabad.

Ms. Tomlinson also announced that as the program comes to a close, the American Embassy and
Mobility International are beginning collaboration on a new program to empower Pakistanis with
disabilities and their allies.
Secretary of the Women Parliamentary Caucus MNA Shaista Pervaiz Malik regretted that Pakistan
government has not implemented policies to facilitate person with disabilities at all levels.
Delighted to hear the inspiring success stories of women, she announced a special Khadija Tul
Kubra award to appreciate women leaders.
The Disabled Persons (Employment and Rehabilitation) Ordinance 1981, Special Citizens Act
2008 and Disabled Persons (Employment and Rehabilitation) (Amendment) Act 2014 indicate a
minimum level of understanding on the government’s part. But the focus needs to be on
implementation side of the laws as well as to address the overall attitude of society. Addressing
and improving the public attitudes towards disability is also vital to build inclusive societies.
Source:
http://tvi.com.pk/brilliant-and-resilient-women-of-pakistan-celebrate-their-achievements/
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PAKISTAN’S WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES
CELEBRATE ACHIEVEMENTS AND STRENGTH
24 SEPTEMBER 2016

ISLAMABAD SCENE

Women with disabilities in Pakistan are defying all odds, overcoming disability and
barriers to empower themselves as well as others by emerging as community leaders
ISLAMABAD – Around 100 amazing Pakistani women from different regions and fields gathered
in Islamabad to celebrate the achievements of disabled women who are confronting discrimination
and working to improve the lives of women and girls.
“Disability is not a disease but a lifestyle! We have to come forward together to change society’s
attitudes and not ourselves” young and energetic Anam Khan declared. Anam’s claim visibly
resonated in the hall and hearts of all the extraordinary Pakistani women who have overcome
disabilities with their impressive attitude.
Maria Qureshi, who hails from Sialkot, had a very hard time at the age of 15 when she became a
a ‘special person’ from a ‘normal person’. “Growing up with spinal cord injury, I was literally
waiting for the day of my death” to be relieved of the burden of depending on others for very basic
needs. “But then I meet these amazing people who were disabled yet they had a fun lifestyle and
that was the beginning of a new life.”
Self-management training, she believes, changed her life. “Without exercise, I was literally
bedridden but after regular training, I feel I am living my life to the fullest.”
Wheelchair-bound but independent and spirited Maria Qureshi is now working at National Forum
of Women with Disabilities and mentoring young people how to improve their lives on their own.
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Maria was also part of the Special Talent Exchange Program’s (STEP) one-year campaign, during
which more than 90 training sessions, TV talk show discussions, and workshops were held to
enhance public and government awareness about rights of women with disabilities and to offer
them livelihood training.
The conference and celebration in Islamabad marked the conclusion of a one-year, US$375,000
program to support Pakistani women with disabilities funded by the American Embassy and
implemented by STEP. The event
was organized by STEP and
National Forum of Women with
Disabilities
(NFWWD)
in
collaboration
with
Women
Parliamentary
Caucus,
US
Embassy Pakistan and Sightsavers
at
Pakistan
Institute
for
Parliamentary Services.
Mr. Atif Sheikh, President of
STEP
congratulated
and
encouraged women who are now
working as professors, doctors,
directors and community leaders.
Participants lamented the fact that there is no recorded data on persons with disabilities in Pakistan.
However, there is one statistic which is emerging fast. “Women with disabilities are coming
forward as leaders and their numbers are on the rise!” claims Abia Akram, CEO of NFWWD.
The major problems faced by people with disabilities are accessing basic services such as
employment, education and transportation.

The dilemma is similar for all persons with disabilities, let alone women. The seminar, however,
was focused on challenges and successes of disabled women. The reason being that “women
represent more than half of Pakistan’s disabled population and 80 per cent of the women with
disabilities live in rural areas, in the most vulnerable conditions” Abia said.
These women have no faces, names and records as they are kept hidden and thus socially isolate.
“They are excluded from the mainstream of education, health and development” and are perceived
as a curse for the family.”
Nonetheless, Pakistani women are defying all odds, overcoming disability and barriers to empower
themselves as well as others facing similar hurdles.
American Counselor for Public Affairs Christina Tomlinson joined the Pakistani women leaders
to celebrate their achievements at a seminar in Islamabad.
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American Counselor for Public Affairs Christina Tomlinson joined the Pakistani women leaders
to celebrate their achievements at a seminar in Islamabad.
American Counselor for Public Affairs Christina Tomlinson joined the Pakistani women leaders
to celebrate their achievements and was amazed to hear their success stories. “Promoting disability
rights is an integral part of our efforts to promote human rights more broadly,” she said. Although
United States is still progressing to remove the barriers disabled people face, but “we are glad to
work with Pakistan to make societies more inclusive.”
“We want to remove barriers and create a world in which disabled people everywhere enjoy dignity
and full inclusion.”
Ms. Tomlinson also announced that as the program comes to a close, the American Embassy and
Mobility International are beginning collaboration on a new program to empower Pakistanis with
disabilities and their allies.
Secretary of the Women Parliamentary Caucus MNA Shaista Pervaiz Malik regretted that Pakistan
government has not implemented policies to facilitate person with disabilities at all levels.
Delighted to hear the inspiring success stories of women, she announced a special Khadija Tul
Kubra award to appreciate women leaders.
The Disabled Persons (Employment and Rehabilitation) Ordinance 1981, Special Citizens Act
2008 and Disabled Persons (Employment and Rehabilitation) (Amendment) Act 2014 indicate a
minimum level of understanding on the government’s part. But the focus needs to be on
implementation side of the laws as well as to address the overall attitude of society. Addressing
and improving the public attitudes towards disability is also vital to build inclusive societies.
Source:
http://islamabadscene.com/pakistans-women-with-disabilities-celebrate-achievements-and-strength/
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US EMBASSY CELEBRATES ACHIEVEMENTS OF
DISABLED PAKISTANI WOMEN
23 SEPTEMBER 2016

TELE VISUAL INFOLINK

ISLAMABAD: US Counsellor for Public Affairs, Christina Tomlinson, joined the members of the
National Assembly and non-governmental organisation (NGO) representatives on Thursday to
celebrate the achievements of Pakistani women with disabilities. At the Special Talent Exchange
Programme (STEP) conference, she emphasised on the importance of supporting the rights of
women with disabilities, so they can fully participate in all aspects of the society. “Promoting
disability rights is an integral part of our efforts to promote human rights more broadly,” she said.
“We want to remove barriers and create a world in which disabled people can enjoy dignity and
full inclusion.
We work with governments and organisations like the STEP to protect and promote the rights of
disabled persons, and provide practical support to ensure their inclusion and full participation in
the society.” This conference marks the conclusion of a one-year programme to support Pakistani
women with disabilities, costing $375,000, funded by the US Embassy and implemented by the
STEP. Throughout the past year, STEP has organised more than 90 training sessions, TV talk show
discussions, and provincial workshops to increase public and Pakistani government awareness
about the rights of women with disabilities and to provide trainings for women with disabilities.
STEP Programme Director Abia Akram said, “STEP, with the support of the US Embassy in
Pakistan, we initiated the ‘Supporting Women with Disabilities’ to promote disability rights.” As
this programme concludes today, the US Embassy and Mobility International USA have started to
work on a new project to empower Pakistanis with disabilities, he added.
Source:
https://dailytimes.com.pk/56179/us-embassy-celebrates-achievements-of-disabled-pakistani-women/
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US EMBASSY CELEBRATES ACHIEVEMENTS OF
WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES
23 SEPTEMBER 2016

THE NEWS

Islamabad
American Counselor for Public Affairs Christina Tomlinson joined members of the National
Assembly and nongovernmental organisation representatives today to celebrate the achievements
of Pakistani women with disabilities. At the Special Talent Exchange Programme (STEP)
Conference, she emphasised the importance of supporting the rights of women with disabilities so
they can fully participate in all“Promoting disability rights is an integral part of our efforts to
promote human rights more broadly,” she said. “We want to remove barriers and create a world in
which disabled people everywhere enjoy dignity and full inclusion. We work with governments
and organisations like STEP to protect and promote the rights of disabled persons, and provide
practical support to ensure their inclusion and full participation in society.”
This conference marks the conclusion of a one-year, $375,000 programme to support Pakistani
women with disabilities funded by the American Embassy and implemented by STEP. Throughout
the past year, STEP has organised more than 90 training sessions, TV talk show discussions, and
provincial workshops to increase public and Pakistani government awareness about the rights of
women with disabilities and to provide livelihood training for women with disabilities.
“Women with disabilities face disadvantages in several key areas when compared with other
women, men with disabilities, and society as a whole,” said STEP Programmes Director Abia
Akram. “STEP, with the support of the American Embassy in Pakistan, initiated Supporting
Women with Disabilities project to refine the approach of stakeholders and to help fully realise
these women’s rights.”
As this program comes to a close, the American Embassy and Mobility International are beginning
collaboration on a new program to empower Pakistanis with disabilities and their allies.
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AMERICAN AMBASSADOR MEETS WITH DISABILITY
RIGHTS ADVOCATES
01 DECEMBER 2016

APP.COM.PK

ISLAMABAD, Dec 1 (APP): American Ambassador David Hale Thursday met with
approximately 25 Pakistani disability rights advocates to discuss the achievements of individuals
with disabilities in Pakistan, America, and elsewhere around the world.
The group also discussed how to address challenges that individuals with disabilities still face in
society today, such as difficulty accessing mainstream
education and health services, said a press release of the U.S embassy issued here.
“At the State Department, led by our Special Advisor for International Disability Rights Judith
Heumann, we campaign to raise awareness of the challenges faced by people with disabilities,”
said Ambassador Hale.
“Earlier this year in conjunction with the Paralympics, we started a campaign called ‘Without
Limits.’ This campaign focuses on ensuring that persons with disabilities are employed on an equal
basis with others.”
The American Embassy recently concluded a one year $375,000 program, managed by the Special
Talent Exchange Program (STEP), to support Pakistani women with disabilities.
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Through this program, STEP organized more than 90 training sessions, TV talk show discussions,
and provincial workshops to increase public and Pakistani government awareness about the rights
of women with disabilities and to provide livelihood training for women with disabilities.
“While we observe and celebrate the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, we also need
to commit ourselves to the 17 Sustainable Development Goals, which can create a more inclusive
and equitable world for persons with disabilities,” said STEP President Atif Sheikh.
Now, the American Embassy, Mobility International, and STEP are beginning collaboration on a
new program to empower Pakistanis with disabilities and their allies.
The American Embassy also supports the rights of individuals with disabilities through exchange
programs and other activities, such as the International Visitor Leadership Program, the press
release added.
Source:
https://www.app.com.pk/american-ambassador-meets-with-disability-rights-advocates/
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AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER MARKS
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PWDS
05 DECEMBER 2016
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